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Infroduction

Whether you've stumbled across these newfangled eBook things and you want a bit
more information or you're an eBook junkie struggling to organise your vast digital
library, I'm sure there’'ll be something for you here.

It may be surprising to you, but eBooks are far from a recent development. Project
Gutenburg, a repository of digital texts, dates back to 1971. Dedicated to providing
eBooks in open formats, Gutenburg’s collection can be read on any device today.
Such electronic libraries only became familiar to most people, however, with the
advent of Amazon's Kindle, Apple's iPad and other devices that make reading
easy. Not only are these devices easier to use than computers from the 1970s;
they're also a great deal more portable.

Sadly, for the most part, texts purchased using such devices are not open. You
cannot easily download a book from your Kindle and read it on a Kobo eReader, for
example. This is because of technology known as Digital Rights Management, which
I'll explain in more detail shortly.

This guide hopes to help you find, organize and read open books, and only briefly
discusses books protected with DRM. The good news: with a program called Calibre,
open books can be easily read on any eReader, from the Kindle to the iPhone to the
Kobo.

Interested? Keep reading. But if you've got a Kindle collection you may want to
keep reading anyway, as I'll briefly outline how to strip those books of DRM.
Like | said, there's something here for everyone, so let’s get started!

http://lachlanroy.com | Lachlan Roy
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eBooks: An Infroduction

What are eBooks?

Chances are that you've come across eBooks before in some capacity, even if you
haven't realised it.

You're reading one right now, for example.

eBooks are simply electronic books, where all the content of a printed book is
accessed digitally instead of being put down on paper. Appearances can vary
dramatically — from a plain text copy of Leo Tolstoy's War and Peace to Apple's
colourful iBook edition of Winnie-the-Pooh, eBooks can be focused solely on the
brilliant writing or a thing of beauty in themselves.

Much like paper books, really; just distributed digitally.

Where to find eBooks

An increasing number of bookstores are opening up an online store, where you can
buy eBooks alongside physical copies. These are generally the best places to buy
the latest and greatest books, as the resulting eBooks are not tied to any one device
—you are free to use them however you wish.

If you already have an eReader (a device designed specifically for reading eBooks),
chances are that it will have a corresponding eBook store which will sync perfectly
with your device.

There are lots of free books, too, however! For the classics look no further than
Project Gutenburg, a repository of books that are no longer covered by copyright.
There are other places to find free ebooks, such as Google's recently opened
pbookstore (US only, sorry). You'll also find many free eBook reading blogs, such as
these fantastic books about social media and blogging.

It is also possible to find eBooks using bittorrent — just remember that downloading
copyrighted materials is illegal, and the money that authors receive when you buy
their books is often their sole source of incomel!

DRM

EBooks that you buy from online stores will usually have some form of Digital Rights
Management (DRM) to prevent you from sharing the file. This is similar to how songs

http://lachlanroy.com | Lachlan Roy
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bought on iTunes used to only be playable on up to 5 computers linked to the
buyer’s iTunes account.

DRM will stop you not only from distributing the eBook to others; it also stops you from
converting it to use it the way you want, too. This locks you into using only hardware
made by the company you bought the book from (e.g. Sony’s Reader Store books
will only work on Sony Reader devices), which is far from ideal.

There are ways to remove DRM, but they aren’t easy.

Formats and Devices

The same eBooks can be presented in a number of different formarts; just like you
can get the same song with an mp3 or m4a extension, eBooks have a few common
formats that you need to know about.

e Plain ftext (.txt) — this is the most basic of eBooks and contains nothing but the
text itself. That means no headings, no bold or italics, no formatting, colours
or pictures. However, this simplicity also brings a lot of benefits; plain text
provides the smallest file size for the content, and pretty much any device is
able to open and interpret it. This makes plain text perfect for archiving large
amounts of information.

e Rich Text (.rtf) — this is a step up from plain text and infroduces formatting
such as tables, text formatting and images. However, while it is easily
editable on a computer and can be read by most electrical devices, it isn't
designed to be manipulated by eReaders. This basically means that while
you'll be able to read it on a Kindle, for example, you won't easily be able to
change the size of the text.

e EPUB (.epub) — EPUB replaced the Open eBook format in 2007 as the
standard for eBooks. Designed specifically to work perfectly with as many
devices as possible and to make text reflowing (that is, making text display
properly regardless of the size of the text or the size of the screen) work the
way it should. Practically every piece of eReader software or hardware is
capable of reading EPUB files (notably, the Kindle cannot.)

e Portable Document Format (.pdf) — this is the format that you're reading from
right now! PDF files are based on an open format that has been around since
1993. Most computers, and many eReader devices, are able to open PDFs
without a third party program. While they're great for sharing documents in
situations where there would normally be compatibility issues, they aren’t
great for use as eBooks as text reflow doesn’t work very well. This means that
in most cases PDF pages are displayed a lot like images and require the
reader to zoom in and move around the page to read it.

http://lachlanroy.com | Lachlan Roy
Page 6
| I MakeUseOf.com




OPEN BOOKS: YOUR GUIDE TO CALIBRE AND EBOOK

% mﬂke USe Oi.com MANAGEMENT

e Mobipocket (.prc/.mobi) — this format is based on the older Open eBook
format (which has been largely superseded by the EPUB standard). However,
it's still quite popular. Most .prc/.mobi files are found through the Mobipocket
web store.

e Kindle eBook (.azw) — every book you download from the Amazon store to a
Kindle or to the Kindle app on your computer or mobile device is an azw file.
It's actually almost exactly the same as a mobipocket eBook — it just uses a
slightly different indexing system.

Enter calibre

What Is Calibre?

Calibre is an application that is used for managing your eBook files. You can think of
it as your own personal automated library; you import the eBook files and it
automatically sorts them for you, allowing you to quickly search for the books you
want and do all sorts of cool things with them that I'll touch on in a moment.

In many ways, you can think of calibre as being a sort of iTunes for eBooks. This
program sorts your books, allows you to access them quickly and makes it easy to
transfer books to various eReaders.

Cdlibre is a cross-platform application, which means that it has versions for Windows,
Mac OS X and Linux. That's great news; it means that you'll be able to use calibre no
matter what computer you use and that if you use computers that use different
operating systems they'll all work together in exactly the same way.

As a quick aside, ‘calibre’ (that is, without a capital letter) is the way that the
developer intends it to be spelled, so that’s how you'll see it mentioned in this guide.

http://lachlanroy.com | Lachlan Roy
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It's also important to mention that calibre only works with eBooks that do not have
DRM. This means that any books that you buy from a store such as Apple’s iBook
store, Amazon’s Kindle store or Sony’s Reader store won't work in calibre in their
original state. However, there are ways to get around it — they're just a little grey-hat.
You'll find some more details towards the end of this manual.

What Can It Do?

You can think of calibre as your one-stop personal, automated library. Once you
add your books to the library it will allow you to sort by title, author, series, publish
date, the publisher or even the date you added it to the library or the size of the file.
You're also able to edit all of this information (for example, you can correct an
eBook with the author’s name spelled incorrectly, or add the name of the publisher if
it hasn’t been included).

That's not it, though! Calibre also allows you to add custom tags to eBook files that
let you filter to custom, specific groups of books. You can also give eBooks ratings so
you can remember books that you particularly enjoyed.

As you saw earlier, there are quite a few different eBook formats — and those were
just the common ones! While most of them are compatible with the vast majority of
devices, sometimes you'll have a couple of different devices that simply require two
different versions to read the files.

Never fear! Calibre is able to convert pretty much any (non-DRM) format to pretty
much any other format and manage the multiple copies. There's no need to use
another program to get the job done.

Calibre recognises most of the popular eReaders by default and allows you to
choose which eBooks to put on which devices without having to use another
application.

Calibre also has a feature called a content server, which allows you to connect to
the calibre library directly from the eReader itself wirelessly (assuming your device
has wireless capabilities, of coursel)

Another interesting feature that calibre has is its ability to take the latest articles from
almost any news source and package them into a single eBook. It's great for taking
the news with you on your eReader, or for your own personal archives that you can

access offline.
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Hosting Your eBook Collection

As | mentioned earlier, calibre has a built in feature called a content server. This
basically creates a list of books that can be accessed via a web browser by any
computer or device on your local network.

If you have port forwarding set up and are able to connect to your computer from
elsewhere, you'll be able to connect to your digital library from anywhere in the
world with an internet connection. Any book, anytime, anywhere!

How To Get It

Calibre is really, really simple to get. You can just click this link or go to
hitp://www.calibre-ebook.com/download to get to calibre’'s download page,
where you'll see this:

Get calibre

Windows

® KOVID GOYAL | FEED OF NEW RELEASES | DESIGN BY CENTRESOURCE INTERACTIVE AGENCY

Click on your operating system and then click on the first link you see. | use OS X, so
this is what I'll see and what I'll click on:

Download for OS X

calibre works on OS X Leopard and higher.
click this link!

: ";‘ *_-'/"'
~— |OS X Intel #(Version: 0.7.49 What's new) Alternate download location &

While you wait for the download to complete, please consider donating to support the development of calibre.

Once you click on the link you need it'll start downloading the installer file; that'd be
either an .exe file for Windows or a .dmg file for OS X. The Linux installation process is
a little more in depth, but there are plenty of instructions on the Linux download
page on calibre’'s website for you to follow.

I- http://lachlanroy.com | Lachlan Roy
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How To Use It
When you've finished installing calibre you'll be greeted by a “welcome window”,
which looks something like this:

P

s calibre welcome wizard

Welcome to calibre

The one stop solution to all your e-book needs.

Choose your language: | English 4]

Choose a location for your books. When you add books to calibre, they will be
copied here. Use an empty folder for a new calibre library:

fUsers/makeuseof/Calibre Library ( Change

If you have an existing calibre library, it will be copied to the new location. If a
calibre library already exists at the new location, calibre will switch to using it.

Co Back [ Continue )

A

The default save location is as good as most places (unless you want to use the
DropBox kludge which we'll explain later) and is typically in your user folder (usually
/Users/<yourusername>/Calibre Library on OS X and Ubuntu or
C:/Users/<yourusername>/Calibre Library).

The one stop solution to all your e-book needs.

Choose you e-book device. If your device is not in the list, choose a "Generic”
device.

Manufacturers Devices

Generic iPad or iPhone/iTouch + Stanza

Amazon
Android

Astak

Augen

Barnes & Noble
Bookeen

Boog

Ertaco

L

Once you've chosen a place for your calibre library, you'll be asked if you use an
eBook device and given a chance to select it. You don't have to do this, but it'll
make things a lot easier if you plan to be syncing that device to calibre later.

I- http://lachlanroy.com | Lachlan Roy
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The one stop solution to all your e-book needs.

If you use the Stanza e-book app on your iPhone/iTouch, you can access your
calibre book collection directly on the device. To do this you have to turn on the
calibre content server.

ETurn on the content server

Remember to leave calibre running as the server only runs as long as calibre is
running.

Stanza should see your calibre collection automatically. If not, try adding the URL
http://myhostname:8080 as a new catalog in the Stanza reader on your iPhone.
Here myhostname should be the fully qualified hostname or the IP address of the
computer calibre is running on.

The last setting to worry about is whether or not you want to enable the content
server. There aren’t really any reasons why you would want to turn this off,
particularly if you want to access your library from elsewhere.

That's pretty much it! You'll finish the wizard and then be greeted with a (mostly)
empty library that looks like this:

ann Wi calibre - || Calibre Library ||

Restrict to I+ (all books) IE‘ Search (For Advanced Search click the button to .. j - . . Saved Searches l IEI
Find item in... "i -|:| Title Author(s) Date W Size (MB) Rating Tags Series Publisk

1 Calib... John Sche... 19 Mar ... 0.1 calibre
[ i Authors [1]

Series [0]

v

1 Qe [l w W

Formats [1]

v

Publishers [1]
’ Ratings [0]

News [0]

Tags [0]

Identifiers [0]
Formats: EPUB

Path: Click to open
A guide to get you up and
running with calibre

ar

[ Sort by name |

[ Match any }

)
)
y

€ Manage user categories | | _
€

calibre version 0.7.49 created by Kovid Goyal @ Jobs: 0 %:‘\

Finally, let’'s have a quick look atf the icons at the top of the window: that’s the
toolbar where you go to do pretty much anything:
From left to righ’r the icons are labelled ‘Add books’, ‘Edit me’rodo’ro’, ‘Convert

E. O & A lhe 9 6 7 & 04

Add books Edit metadata Convert books View 82 books :  Fetch news Save to dlsk Connectlshare, Remove books Help Preferences

\&/

I- http://lachlanroy.com | Lachlan Roy
Page 11
| MakeUseOf.com




OPEN BOOKS: YOUR GUIDE TO CALIBRE AND EBOOK
L_El muke Use Of.com MANAGEMENT

Books’, 'View’, ‘Fetch news’, ‘Save to disk’, ‘Connect/share’, ‘Remove books’,
‘Help’ and ‘Preferences’.

The icon with the books basically provides information on your library as a whole;
the heart is for donating to calibre, if you so choose.

How To Add Books To Your eBook Library

Obviously the first thing you want to do is get your books into the library; it's really
simple. Just click on the big red book with a + sign on it (you can see it in the top left
hand corner) and then choose the appropriate option.

For most people it'll be “Add books from directories, including sub directories

(Multiple books per directory, assumes every eBook file is a different book)™.
s calibre - || Calibre Library ||

HO 82 ke 9087 &0

Add books from a single directory
Add books from directories, including sub-directories (One book per directory, assumes every ebook file is the same book in a different format)

Add books from directories, including sub directories (Multiple books per directory, assumes every ebook file is a different book)

Add Empty book. (Book entry with no formats) 4+ %E

Add from ISBN

Add files to selected book records A
- o (i T T

Next U[_) is to browse to the folder where you keep all your books. For example, all my
books are kept in a folder called “Books” in my public folder, as you can see below:

e

Select root folder

([« »][z2]=/m) [&HBooks 9 Q
DEVICES Shared Folder
2 Macintosh HD [ lachlan ~ [ Calibre Library [ Books » |9 14782162-.. FAR.pdf.pdf
El ipisk % makeuseof S Desktop [ calibre screenshots =[] Adams, Douglas -
_ calibre-0.7.43 & ] Shared [ Documents (1] Drop Box ~ [ Boothman, Nicholas
[ Downloads [ Bowden, Mark

SHARED

(@ Library (] Brooks, Max ,
Movies [ Burgess, Anthony
(1] Chrichton, Michael

;

;

;

;

;

\ (1] Music "
Pictures [ Clancy, Tom -
[@] Public - [ Clarke, Arthur C_ L

(@] sites - [ Clarkson, Jeremy "

(] Coelho, Paulo "

[ Crichton, Michael "

[ Golding, William L

B (] Grahame-Smith, Seth "
PLACES v I I Il [ Grisham, John '

4
That's itl Calibre will now create a copy of all your books in the calibre library folder

you created earlier. Once it's finished you can delete the original folder (as copies
have been made of all the files) or you can keep it as a backup archive of sorts.
When calibre has finished importing all your books that empty library will start to look
a little like this:

BEEEEED @

" A
> |y
= L1

I_ http://lachlanroy.com | Lachlan Roy
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800 i calibre — || Calibre Library ||
E O A, ik v 8 T & e ¥
X (
T
v v v vi v D v v = L 2} v
‘Add books Edit metadata Convert books View 84 books Fetch news Save to disk. Connect/sharey Remove books Help. Preferences
Restrict to 1) (@il books) (48] [Search (For Advanced Search dlick the button to the lefi B2 [a] Saved Searches 199 |3
1 | Narnia 1 - The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe Lewis, CS. 18 Mar 2011 0.1 Jun 2010
> i Authors [42]
2 Narnia 7 - The Last Battle Lewis, C.S. 18 Mar 2011 0.2 Jun 2010
» Wl seriestn
. 3 Narnia 4 - The Silver Chair Lewis, CS. 18 Mar 2011 0.2 Jun 2010
» Y Formats 21
4| Narnia 2 - Prince Caspian Lewis, CS. 18Mar2011 02 Jun 2010
Py
» B2 Publishers (6]
_ 5 Narnia 6 - The Magician's Nephaw Lewis, C.S. 18 Mar 2011 0.1 Jun 2010
L\I Ratings [0]
& | Narnia 5 - The Horse and His Boy Lewis, CS. 18Mar2011 02 Jun 2010
News [0]
? 7 | FREAKONOMICS: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything Levitt, Staven 18 Mar 2011 0.2 Jun 2010
> Tags [2]
0 9 8 | Molecular Mechanisms of Learning and Memory Lee, Frank 18 Mar 2011 0.3 Biology Web Book... Mar 2010
» @ Identifiers [1]
9  The Mist King, Stephen 18 Mar 2011 0.1 Jun 2010 Formats: EPUB

10| Darktower 1 - The Gunslinger King, Stephen 18 Mar 2011 0.2 Jun 2010 Path: Click to open
A guide to get you up and
running with calibr

11 The Children Of Hurin JRR. Tolkien 18Mar2011 2.4 Mar 2009

12 Liveship Traders 1 - Ship of Magic Hobb, Robin 18Mar2011 0.8 ABantam..  Jun 2010

+|13 | Farseer 1 - Assassin's Apprentice Hobb, Robin 18Mar 2011 0.5 Jun 2010

14 Catch-22 Heller, Joseph 18Mar2011 0.5 Jun 2010

15 | Hannibal Harris, Thomas 18Mar2011 0.4 Jun 2010

16 The Rainmaker Grisham, John 18Mar2011 0.4 Jun 2010

17 The Innocent Man Grisham, John 18Mar2011 0.3 Jun 2010

18 The Brethren Grisham, John 18Mar 2011 0.3 Jun 2010

19 The Partner Grisham, John 18Mar2011 0.3 Jun 2010

20| A Painted House Grisham, John 18Mar 2011 0.4 Jun 2010

21 The Client Grisham, John 18Mar2011 0.4 Jun 2010

22| The Last Juror Grisham, John 18Mar2011 0.3 Jun 2010

23 Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter Grahame-Smith, Seth 18 Mar 2011 0.3 Grand Ce...  Jul 2010

Sort by name [3] 24 pride And Prejudice And Zombies Grahame-Smith, Seth 18 Mar 2011 0.3 Jul 2010
Match any %) 25| Lifeof pi Yann Martel 18 Mar 2011 11 Gener.. Canongat...  Sep 2010

Manage user categories ) |26 Five Vonnegut, Kurt 18Mar2011 0.1 Jun2010
calibre version 0.7.49 created by Kovid Goyal ’E‘ ’7‘ @ Jobs: 0 3¢ |

How To Add/Edit Metadata

So, I've imported all my books, but because of how the books are organised in
folders calibre is sorting them by the authors’ first names. That's not what | want!
Luckily I can just click on the big ‘i’ in a blue circle in the top left labelled “edit
metadata” and select whether | want to edit a single book or in bulk.

I'll start with Lord of the Flies by William Golding (or, as calibre is seeing it, by
“Golding, William™.

1

\&

| v v
Edit metadata @  Convert books View
Edit metadata individually
- Edit metadata in bulk 2 £

. Download metadata and covers #D E
. Download only metadata i
Download only covers

Download only social metadata

¥ Merge book records M » P

[ pe————— L | T TED  Faermme hl Ao e A -

| select Lord of the Flies, click on the ‘i’ and then on "Edit metadata individually”. This
is what | see:

I- http://lachlanroy.com | Lachlan Roy
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@) Edit Meta Information

Meta information Book Cover Available Formats
Title: Lord Of The Flies : : ‘ s LT
NP, ORD OF THE FIIES <& e
itle sort:  Lor e Flies s G
WILLIAM GOLDING
Author(s): Willam Golding |+ ' ”

1 O &

Author Sort:  Golding, William | Comments

Rating: 0 stars @ ~ & x ow >
Publisher: v = AL [As mj »
o RN Bl (1] Ul (8l [E 5 5 »
Series: ] &
Book 1.00
ISBN:
Date: |19 Mar 2011 E
Published: jun 2010 BN GhoMice Coveraoe:
Ll Browse Trim € Remove
Fetch from server
Download cover Generate cover Noro il HTML Source
C ; C |/ a Y
(# Previous ) (Cancel ) ( OK )

4

Here I've already changed my problem: originally the Author was “Golding, William”
and the Author Sort was “William, Golding,”. All | need to do is make the change
and click “OK". That’s it, all done!

It'd take a lot of fime to fix my library one book at a time, though. Thankfully, calibre
allows bulk editing. Next I'll fix the books | have by Terry Pratchett.

: v v
Edit metadata Convert books Wiew

Edit metadata individually 2 |
Edit metadata in bulk

Download metadata and covers 0D L
Download only metadata 3

Download only covers
Download only social metadata

¥ Merge book records M > |

arrmate (21 T TRR TFarcear 1T — Accaccin'c A

| select the books, and then click on the ‘I ' and then on "Edit metadata in bulk”.
Here's the window | get:

Eﬂ. http://lachlanroy.com | Lachlan Roy
{ Page 14

MakeUseOf.com




OPEN BOOKS: YOUR GUIDE TO CALIBRE AND EBOOK
L_El muke Use Of.com MANAGEMENT
OO0 ) Edit Meta information

Editing meta information for 3 books

( Basic metadata = Search and replace 1

Author(s):  Terry Pratchett L]

[_| Automatically set author sort | Swap title and author

Author sort:  Pratchett, Terry

Rating: No change @
Publisher: L]
Add tags: =
Remove tags: [ Remove all
Series: vl I Clear series

| Automatically number books in this series || Force numbers to start with: 1

Date: 19 Mar 2011 L] & [ Apply date
Published: |Jan 2000 ~| & O Apply date
Remove format: 2
[_I Change title to title case [_| Update title sort |1 Remove stored conversion settings for the selected books
Change cover
() Generate default cover () Remove cover () Set from ebook file(s) .
v

A4

Again | just make the changes | need and then click “OK". I've just fixed the naming

issue for another 3 books. Quick and simple, righte

How To Convert eBooks
Converting eBooks is another one of those processes that sounds a lot more
complicated than it really is.

Say I've got Neal Stephenson’s Snow Crash in the EPUB format, but | want to convert

it to a file that can be read on a Kindle. I'll click on the ‘Convert Books' Icon (the
book with arrows on it), then click on ‘Convert individually’ as below:

Convert |r1|:|wu:|uaTTyr

Bulk convert 2 —
] ftto

. Create a catalog of the books in your calibre library

Once I've done that I'll see this window:
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000 @ Convert Snow Crash
Input format: | EPUB ¢ 1 Output format: | MOBI v
Book Cover ) M
Metadata Title: Snow Crash
Author(s):  Neal Stephenson L]
"Po Author Sort: Stephenson, Neal
Yt Look & Feel Patlih =
AN _ ublisher: v]
Tags:
Heuristic
K/¢ Processing Series: L]
7 Book 1.00 @
O]
% Page Setup
——  Structure

Detection

C Table of
Contents

Search

o !
: v
F%:
Control the look and feel of the output

Replace

2

MOBI Output l

Debug

Restore Defaults Cancel ) oK )

%

| don't need to touch the input format as that's already been selected for me. |
know that Kindles can read .mobi files, so I'll choose that as my output format. This
window gives me the opportunity to change any metadata as | go, but | have it
how | want it. All | need to dois click "OK”, and off it goes! Any jobs that are in
process or queued are shown in the bottom right hand corner of the screen, with a
spinning wheel to signify that a job is in process.

When the job is finished, you may be a bit

confused to find that there doesn't seemto |ﬁ m m Jobs: 1 3[;5
A

be any indication that there is a converted
version of the book. It has been done, though - this is what | see if | click on the Show

Crash entry in the library:
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AP PSRN D BIETIELL MG MRS
or ascysaws

thor(s) “ |
. Robert

obin

obin

1ember
e-Smith, Seth

e-Smith, Seth

T

ephen

v

ephen
: Formats: EPUB, MOBI
‘phenson * Path:  Click to open

You'll notice that under formats it shows that both EPUB and MOBI formats are
available. Clicking on each one opens up the appropriate version in the built in
reader. Clicking where it says “Click to open” will open the folder that contains the
eBook files — both the EPUB and MOBI files are kept in the same place.

How To Sync To Your Device
Syncing books to your device is quick and painless — just plug your device in while
calibre is running and it will detect that it has been connected.

T L e

Connect/share, Remove books Help
i b |

¥ Connect to folder
€r Connect to iTunes

|l Stop Content Server [

Setup email based sharing of books

If you're using an Apple device such as an iPhone, an iPod Touch or an iPad the
process is a little different — in this case iTunes acts as the ‘device’. You send eBooks
to iTunes and then use iTunes to sync the eBooks to iBooks on your Apple device.
Similarly, if you can’t get the device to sync with calibre properly and it has a
memory card, you can connect the memory card to the computer and connect to
its folder with calibre.

Once you've connected your device (real or otherwise), the interface will change:
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Shows that a device is connected - in this case, iTunes.

Click this button to send it to the device!

@ [%]‘!NM

View Send to device
Search click the button to the left

8.

Device

Title
Dirk Gently 2 - The Long Dark Tea-Time of the Soul
HHCTTG 5 - Mostly Harmless
HHGTTG 4 - So Long, And Thanks For All the Fish
Dirk Gently 1 - Dirk Gently's Holistic Detective Agency
HHGTTG 1 - Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy
HHGTTG 2 - The Restaurant at the End of the Universe
HHGTTG 3 - Life, the Universe, and Everything

A new column to show which books are already on the device

OPEN BOOKS: YOUR GUIDE TO CALIBRE AND EBOOK
MANAGEMENT

Moving books onto the device is as simple as selecting the books you want to sync

and clicking on “Send to device”. That's all there is fo it.

When you sync books to iTunes they show up under the books tab in the library with

all the metadata transferred. They look like this:

2] \
a) @ @ @ Cl ca—s )] ‘ " | =|= B L] Q~ Search Books
e - —_— e ———

LIBRARY @I Authors
J3 Music Books
[ Movies

1 TV Shows

? Podcasts

Categories

DOUGLAS ADAMS

', Radio

STORE
(5] iTunes Store ADAMS
¢Q Ping =

SHARED
£} Home Sharing

6 Books

GENIUS
&‘E Genius

EESdiS S HHGTTG 1 - Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy HHGTTG 2 - The Restaurant at the End of th... HHGTTG 3 - Life, the Universe, and Everything
£ iTunes D) Douglas Adams Douglas Adams Douglas Adams
£k 90's Music

4F Classical Music

4} Music Videos

4% My Top Rated

£k Recently Added

4F Recently Played

4k Top 25 Most Played

IRD OF THE FIIES
WILLIAM GOLDING

Snow Crash
Neal Stephenson

Lord Of The Flies
William Golding

Pride And Prejudice And Zombies
Seth Grahame-Smith

6 books, 2.1 MB
RS PSRN
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After that it's just a matter of syncing your iDevice to iTunes and you're done.

How To Download News In eBook Form
Downloading the news is just as simple as pretty much anything else in
calibre —it's just one button click away. In this case, it's the news button.

When you click the button a new window comes up with a
comprehensive list of popular news sources, organised by language and country.

v

Fetch news

When you select a particular source you are able to schedule it to download as well

as choose the schedule options.

Repeat this until you've selected all your sources, then click on ‘Save’. This will
schedule all the sources to be downloaded at their specified times. Alternatively,
you can manually download any source individually by selecting it and clicking
‘Download now' or all of them at the same time by clicking ‘Download all

scheduled'.
800 -~ Schedule news download
Search: |gaarch j [ Schedule | Advanced |

Dutch (NL) [12]
English [328]
English (Australia) [7]

% ABC News

9 Business Spectator

9 Daily Telegraph

9 The Age

M The Australian

snh The Sydney Morning Herald - Prin..

ED The West Australian
English (Canada) [23]
English (China) [1]
English (Croatia) [1]
English (Cyprus) [2]
English (Czechoslovakia) [1]
English (India) [14]
English {Indonesia) [1]
English (Ireland) [3]
English (Israel) [1]
English (New Zealand) [2]
English (Pakistan) [2]
English (Singapore) [3]
English (Thailand) [2]
English (UK) [22]

ABC News
Created by: Dean Cording
News from Australia

# Schedule for download:
(® Days of week

MMon MWed MEri

[ Tue [JThu

() Days of month

@Sun

Download after: 09:00 AM @

() Every x days

[Jsat

Last downloaded: never

For the scheduling to work, you must leave calibre running.

English (Yemen) [1] v Download now )
868 news sources Delete downloaded news older than: 60 days @
( Download all scheduled ) (Save )
VA
When all is said and done the finished eBook will look something like this:
http://lachlanroy.com | Lachlan Roy
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AanNo E-book Viewer - ABC News [EPUB]

46.0 ] 423 () i/coto.. [Search " W A

| MNext | secuon Mend | Main Menu | Previous |

- Gutsy Sea Eagles shock Roosters ¢

==Y Updated March 20, 2011 17:26:00

A depleted Manly side produced a
E /ﬂ performance full of character and
commitment to edge out a listless Sydney
E AJ Roosters 27-16 in their NRL clash at
Sydney Football Stadium.

< Des Hasler's team, who lost its opening
0 match of the season against Melbourne, was !
without co-captains Jason King and Jamie
e Lyon, as well as Glenn Stewart and Steve Anthony Watmough celebrates his try
<

Matai, but took inspiration from young five- against the Roosters at the SFS.
eighth Kieran Foran. (Getty Images: Cameron Spencer)

"""""" The 20-year-old New Zealander and rockie
LAly | half-back Daly Cherry-Evans, who kicked six
goals, were outstanding, with Foran scoring a try, and producing one of the early hits

<
[

How To Connect To Your Library Without Wires
Remember calibre’s content servere That's what we can use to download books to
wireless devices.

First you need to make sure that the content server is switched on. You can do that
by clicking on the “Connect/share” button — there’'ll be an option to either start or
stop the content server. If it says “start”, click it to start it. If it says “stop” then the
content server is running and you're good to go!

What does this meane Well, if you find your computer’s local IP address you can
type hitp://your-ip-here:8080 into your device's browser and you'll see something
like this:
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ui_ OPTUS 2 1:06 73% =

Show [z EJ books matching | | sorted by (s KB + [

Books | to 25 of 83 .
Next  Last

| ABC News |Sun, 20 Mar 2011] by calibre
| 1.2 MB - 20 Mar, 2011 Tags=[ABC News, News]

e
" epub\ The Magician's Nephew [Chronicles of Narnia, The - 6] by C. 8. Lewis
1456 KB - 19 Mar, 2011

| The Silver Chair [Chronicles of Narnia, The - 4] by C. 8. Lewis
1 166.2 KB - 19 Mar, 2011

- The Last Battle [Chronicles of Narnia, The - 7] by C. S. Lewis
1579 KB - 19 Mar, 2011

| Prince Caspian [Chronicles of Narnia, The - 2] by C. S. Lewis
© 1573 KB - 19 Mar, 2011

| The Mist by Stephen King
J 153.5KB - 19 Mar, 2011

a epub‘ Molecular Mechanisms of Learning and Memory by Frank Lee
1 270.1 KB - 19 Mar, 2011 Tags=[Biology]

epub
= Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything by
Steven D. Levitt|Stephen J. Dubner

" 213.7KB- 19 Mar, 2011 Tags=[Business & Economics, Economics, General, Mathematics,
Popular Culture, ...]

o EPUD
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe [Chronicles of Narnia, The - 1] by C. 8.
b Lewis

< > =2 M O

If you're on an iPhone, iPod Touch oriPad you can tap ‘epub’ on any of those
books and it will open it in iBooks. Any other device will open the book in its default
eBook application.

Advanced Tips

Dropbox Kludge

Dropbox is an amazing app that we've covered many times on the main site, and
even offer an unofficial manual for. One blog post, written by Justin, shows how to
combine Dropbox and calibre for universal access to all your eBooks. Check it out
here!
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Stanza

Stanza is a brilliant app for the iPhone, iPod Touch and iPad which makes it really
simple to get and read eBooks. As well as providing access to Project Gutenburg
and a number of eBook stores, Stanza also links well with calibre to give you easy
access to your eBook library without plugging your device in.

«il. OPTUS & 1:07 73% m® 1. OPTUS & 1:07 73 %
shared  calibre Library Q calibre Library By Title -
By Newest -
Books sorted by Date ’ . 1984 >

George Orwell
By Title

Book ted by Titl
ooks sorted by Title 2001 - A Space Odyssey

By Authors > g Arthur C. Clarke ’
Books sorted by Authors

By News » 2010: Odyssey Two >
Books sorted by News Arthur C. Clarke

By Publishers >

Books sorted by Publishers 2061: Odyssey Three

By Series N Arthur C. Clarke ’
Books sorted by Series

By Tags > 3001: The Final Odyssey >

Books sorted by Tags Arthur C. Clarke

- &
Library Get Books Now Reading Info Library Get Books Now Reading Info

All you need to do is connect your device to the same network as the computer

running calibre. Going to the ‘Get Books' tab should detect your library

automatically, otherwise you can enter in the same address as you would to access

it via your device's browser.

Once you're connected you'll see the following interface. Just tap on a book and
you can download it straight to your device and start reading.

DRM Removal

While DRM is there to prevent piracy, it also makes it difficult for people who want to
do the right thing and buy a book but who feel that they shouldn’t have to buy the
exact same thing twice to use it in an ever so slightly different format.

With that in mind there are some things that can be done to remove the DRM and
to turn the files into normal eBooks that can then be imported into calibre and
converted to whatever format is needed.
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Be warned, though, that this isn’'t simple, and does require knowledge of how to use
the terminal or command line.

This requires that you own a Kindle and that you have bought an eBook from the
Kindle store.

You'll also need to install python on your system and download a set of scripts called
MobiDeDRM. You'll want to install the 32-bit version of Python 2.7 for your platform.
MobiDeDRM contains 4 scripts: mobidedrm.py, mobidedrm?2.py, kindlepid.py and
mobihuff.py. You'll be using only the first 3 of those scripts.

Once you've done that you can get to work. On the Kindle where you just bought
the book you'll need to go to the Settings menu and type ‘411’ on the keypad. This
will bring up an information dialog — you'll need the Kindle's serial, which is a 16-
character string of letters and numbers. Save this for later.

Now open up a terminal or command line window and run the following command:
python kindlepid.py XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

You'll need to replace the Xs with that 16-character serial you got earlier. This will
show your Kindle's 10-character PID, which is the code needed to remove the DRM
on the eBook.

Next you'll be using mobidedrm.py and the 10-character PID you generated in the
last step to remove the DRM from the AZW file.

python mobidedrm.py book-title.azw book-title.mobi <PID code>
If allis well you'll see the following message:

Decrypting. Please wait... done.

The result will be a .mobi file with the same name as the kindle book that you can
then add to your calibre library and convert to whatever format you like.
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Did you like this PDF Guide? Then why not visit MakeUse Of.com for daily posts on
cool websites, free software and internet tips.

If you want more great guides like this, why not subscribe to MakeUseOf and receive
instant access to 20+ PDF Guides like this one covering wide range of topics.
Moreover, you will be able to download free Cheat Sheets, Free Giveaways and
other cool things.

Subscribe to MakeUseOf : hifp://www.makeuseof.com/join

MakeUseOf Links:

Home: http://www.makeuseof.com

MakeUseOf Directory: hitp://www.makeuseof.com/dir

MakeUseOf Answers: http://www.makeuseof.com/answers

Geeky Fun: hitp://www.makeuseof.com/tech-fun

PDF Guides: http://www.makeuseof.com/pages/

Tech Deals: http://www.makeuseof.com/pages/hot-tech-deals

Follow MakeUseOf:

RSS Feed: http://feedproxy.google.com/Makeuseof
Newsletter: http://www.makeuseof.com/join
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/makeuseof
Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/Makeuseof
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